A CD playerthat snunds like wnyl? The prosaically
named Drive | 2/ 'is a great piece of kit,
pulled off by German newmmerﬁccustlc Arts

F e ACCUSTIC ARTS 15 a namie that's new o
ACCUSTIC ARTE s, bug judging by che qualicy of this
DEVE 1 MK/ German two-boeg CI player, it's a
DAL T MEY carmpany Lo be reckoned with.
g The Drive r Mk2/DAC 1 MK 4, to
£ 2900/3195% give them cheir full names, are
mmensely weell built, as you'd expect
= FoR at the price. The Dirive 1 Mkz transport
I=geesshve bulld; i a simply laid-cut affair, with
nabural and Auid chunkily propariensd contrals, We
presestanion; ineble partioularly like the sliding mirsared
refingment caver Lhat protects the dise-spinning
mechanism: it feels solid and lights up
i-l:ﬁmﬂ-::.fMEh 2 funky shade of Blue, if desired. As
TP welnh st specialist manalaonaness,
Adcustie Arts buys inan QOEM CD-
=¥ VERDICT

This iz 2 graat-seunding
comizination that just
needs a litle catra bile
10 booame 3 cless
leading all-rounder

spinning mechanism rather than
raking one in-haouse, Here, iUs the
well-proven Philips COM Pro 2M.

“Treble shimmers, is
refined and packed with
detail. There's not a hint of
the bright, hard sound that
CD replay is tarred with”

This O player is one of the most
rarural and fuid we've heard. It makes
much of the competition sound

DEIVE 1 MK2 mechanical, and mirrors the -.'_|r|_3.1.r'.i|.'
TYPE Transport quallyy mgst peepbe ke in vingl.
ELECTRICAL DEGITAL  Vipdoes and instruments ase richly i with the
OUTFUTS A5 EBL, textured, which adds cansiderably to carviction we
S0l ROA, the sense of belisvabilivy. Treble has to would like,
SRidiff BRC carne in for a speclal mentlon: i Wi peed to keep things in
QFTICAL DIGITAL shirmers wihen required. is refined, perspective. Meither of the
UTFUT Kome amed packed with detail. There's nat a shortcomings we've mentioned is
CD TEXT Ma hint of the bright, hard sound thar CD massive, but they do manage e rake
MEMORY ¥es replay is still rarmed with. the edge off what is etheraise a class-
DESPLAY OFF Mo leading performance. Owerall, this
FINISH Sibverfcheome  Pulling its sonic punches two-bex combination is a good one, It
S0 far, you know there is an awful leg may g tick all che boxes, bur it does
DAC 1 MK this vevo-boster does well, It el eniagh 1o earn & recommendation,
TYRE DigitaHo- undeubedly right up there with the
anakogue Losrerler very best in its areas of strength.
ELECTRICAL DIGITAL Howvewer, the Acoustic Arts isnt quite
IHPUTS AESJER, SR chae belllians all-reander we haped For
diff RCAx 2 5P I EBNC  Play something simple such as The
OFTICAL MGITAL Beatles” Help! and you'll metice 2 subtle
QUTPUT Héne lack of cxwherance and drive, This
HICD Mo plaver pulls ins punches when v oomes
DIGITAL QUTPUT o delivering hard-hitting dynamies,
i - . - I
E&Mﬁ:]iﬂgmm and s:!-l!'ul.-: o milk a rt'r.r.-:v.'l:u:p; far I
every last peroentage paint of drama. A DAL 1 MK fom
RCA, balamord KLRE slighly laey arthoade to iming doesnt Accustic Arts gives
VARLABLE QUTPUT Mo help eithes, with the player Gailing to (O that special
FINISH Sikerfcbeome convey the momentum in a plece of wirrgl sound

1 Wiy pous sose




TEMPTATIONS

Ifyou can dowithout the sound
stage, the ATH-W1000s from
Audio-Technica are a steal at £400

G000 HEADPHONES, SUCH ax theos
Audie-Technicas, are great value, That's
right, we really are saying the £400
ATHAV 10008 ane great wvabue, Why? IF
your tenad 1o listen o rveske alone, you'd
b v spenad finer fipures on speakers
plus & sicdlar amownt on suitable
arnplification o get similar resules. 7| FOR|
These beadphones are comfortable, too, Combortabls; delhoer
a masshae amoung

"Thm Mdmﬂhniﬂ o indighl inba &
headphones are vivid aradrp i
enough to squeeze every L AGAINST

drop of drama from Aslizht lack of

subtlety in the

TEhﬂikWSl'frﬁ 1812" midrange and treble

Pricey, but a fine
by neverthekess

HEADFHOMES
ALIDHO-TECHMICA
ATH- Y1000
SOVEREIGH

kA k

Audio-Technicas engineers have
judped the sanic presentation well,
These phomes are vivid enough 1o
squeene every last drop of drama from
Tehaikovsky's 18z while 'h.wing thie
refinemiens 1o keep a rough recording
like Grinderman's debuar ser in cheche

Tudged by the high standaeds of the
price wed like slightly richer, better
textured highs and a touch mare

TYPE Crwer can

DESIGN Clarino
man-made leather
subtlety in the midrange, but these ane pads; dosed- back

minar shorcamings. Budpet arownsd cherrpwvood bousings
[3oo-f4o00 for a decent headphone armp WEIGHT 3507

i o 1 1.5MM JACK Ko
from the likes of Creck or Graham Shee, & A LACE ¥
CRFUNE Yow've POt 4 sounce ar least a8 CABLE llEﬂl;l:ﬁTHE;m
capable 35 Kega's Apella CO playes, and |8 PEDANCE
wour'll end wp with a sound thar will be 40 ohms
huard ve betver by corventional naeans.
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